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looking at old pictures.
While knot forms are old, the strings and
"colours are new. Until the Meiji era only red and
white string was used. The two colours are still
joined together so that hajf of the full string is
one colour and half the other. Then a cheap
method of making imitation silver and gold was
discovered. Now gold and silver strings threaten
the popularity of red and white.
Twenty years ago strings of every colour in
the rainbow were introduced so that Mr. Miyahara's
mighty knots, such as the phoenix, are now made
in many colours. This change has destroyed the
true significance of the knot for, to be correct,
the red or gold colour must always be on the right
side of the package while the white or silver is
placed on the left because, explained the knot
expert, the left is the best or noble side for as one
faces south as the flowers face, the sun rises on the
left.
The string itself has also been improved.
In the old days when all knotting was done non-
professionally, string frequently cracked. Now
it is wound about with rayon thread and so has
acquired the pliability of fine wire.
Mr. Miyahara hopes that knot etiquette will
not completely fade into the past. He is thankful